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MY JOURNEY IN THE WORLD OF IMAGE ANALYSIS

● Sounds super narcissistic! Quite the opposite...

● ONLY qualified to talk about what I’ve done and
experienced
● How that has shaped (and keeps shaping) my agenda
● What I personally see as opportunities and challenges
● Grain of sand on a (growing) beach
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By Gregory J. Wilcox
greg.wilcox@langnews.com 
@dngregwilcox on Twitter

Holiday revelers are expected 
to hit Southern California roads 
and take to the skies in the largest 
number in seven years over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, thanks 
to dramatically lower gasoline 
prices and improving personal 
finances, o�cials said Monday.

The Automobile Club of South-
ern California is predicting
3.5 million local residents will 
take a trip of 50 miles or more over 
the long weekend, an increase of 
3.8 percent from last year. That’s 
the most since 4 million in 2007.

Statewide 5.65 million are ex-
pected to take a Thanksgiving 
trip, also up 3.8 percent from 
a year ago and the most since
6.44 million in 2007.

“As Californians see improve-
ments in jobs and household 
worth this year, they are more 
willing to spend on travel,” Auto 
Club spokesman Je�rey Spring 
said. “An added bonus for travel 
budgets has been dramatically 
lower gas prices in the past two 
months. Consumers have more 
money in their pockets to plan 
trips, and this Thanksgiving’s 
travel will cost them less by car 
and just 1 percent higher than last 
year on average by air.”

As is typical, the vast majority 
of travelers will drive to their des-
tinations, and they will find a nice 
surprise at the pump.

In the Los Angeles/Long Beach 
area, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.12 on Monday, 47 cents cheaper 
than a year ago. In the Inland Em-
pire, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.08, 49 cents under a year ago.

“It’s good news for consumers, 
that’s for sure. And judging from 
wholesale prices it seems like it 
could drop a few pennies more,” 
Spring said.

Prices around the region are 
just pennies away from averag-
ing under $3 a gallon, said Allison 
Mac, West Coast analyst for Gas-
Buddy.com. Prices are already be-
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By Courtney Tompkins
courtney.tompkins@langnews.com 
@ctompkinsPT on Twitter

LONG BEACH » With the state’s 
reservoirs and groundwater sup-
ply hitting historic lows, Califor-
nians must adapt to a new culture 

of water conservation, according 
to experts from around the state 
who gathered at the Aquarium of 
the Pacific on Monday.

This means tighter water re-
strictions for residents across 
the Southland, especially in ur-
ban environments, where water 

use needs to be reduced by 15 to 
20 percent — not just now, but for-
ever. 

“We need to sustain what we 
have as long as we possibly can ... 
or the consequences will be quite 
dire,” said Jay Famiglietti, a hy-
drologist and groundwater expert 
at NASA Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in La Cañada Flintridge.  

CALIFORNIA WATER CRISIS

Experts: Conservation must be a habit
Panelists at Aquarium of the Paci�c event call for 
a permanent reduction in consumption by 15-20%

SCOTT VARLEY 
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

The global risk 
of drought is 
displayed on 
a suspended 
video globe 
Monday during 
a conference 
addressing 
water shortages 
held at Long 
Beach’s 
Aquarium of the 
Paci�c.
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By Jim Salter 
and David A. Lieb
The Associated Press

FERGUSON, MO. » A grand 
jury declined Monday to in-
dict Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed black 18-year-old 
whose fatal shooting by a 
white officer sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent pro-
tests and exposed deep ra-
cial tension between many
African-Americans and police.

Within minutes of the an-
nouncement by St. Louis Coun-
ty’s top prosecutor, crowds be-
gan pouring into Ferguson 
streets to protest the decision. 
Some taunted police, shattered 
windows and vandalized cars. 
Several gunshots were also 
heard. O�cers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse 
the gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob 
McCulloch said the jury of 
nine whites and three blacks 

RACIAL TENSION

NO INDICTMENT IN 
FERGUSON CASE
Grand jury: Decision in killing of black teen by white cop sends crowds pouring into streets

DAVID GOLDMAN — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police o�cers stand guard as protesters react to the announcement of the grand jury decision not to indict police O�cer Darren Wilson in 
the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old, on Monday in Ferguson, Mo.

JEWEL SAMAD — GETTY IMAGES

A police car burns during clashes between police and protesters 
over the decision in the shooting death of Michael Brown.

Inside: Los Angeles protests are muted a�er grand jury announc-
es no indictment in Ferguson shooting, PAGE A6

FERGUSON » PAGE 6

www.POLB.com/education

Your future leaders.
Port education programs.

Better Together.

The Port of Long Beach is a dedicated supporter of education,
providing internships, scholarships and career fairs.

To learnmore, visitwww.polb.com/education.

»    presstelegram.comTuesday, November 25, 2014  $1.00 FACEBOOK.COM/PRESSTELEGRAM TWITTER.COM/PRESSTELEGRAM

6 02189 32459 7A                                            NEWSPAPER

SUNNY AND VERY WARM

High: 82 Low: 50 » PAGE A16  

N O V E M B E R  2 5 ,  2 0 1 4 V O L U S I A  E D I T I O N    7 5  C E N T S
T U E S D A Y

NEWS-JOURNAL
T H E  D A Y T O N A  B E A C H

T H O U S A N D S  O F  C A R S  C O M I N G  
T O  S P E E D W A Y  T H I S  W E E K 

L I F E  E T C .  1 D

FOSTER ANIMALS
F S U  &  U F  R E A D Y 

F O R  S H O W D O W N  
S P O R T S  1 B

ARCHRIVALS

MILITANTS LOSE GROUND
Islamic State group loses 

two towns after battles with  
Iraqi army, Shiite militias.  

WORLD 6A

FSU VICTIM PARALYZED
One victim of shooting on  

Florida State University campus 
paralyzed from the waist down.  

LOCAL 4C

Vol. XCI
No. 329

4 sections
© NJ 2014

Halifax  
Media Group

ABBY 6D

BUSINESS 7A

CLASSIFIEDS 7D

COMICS 4-5D

DEATHS 5C

HOROSCOPE 5D

LIFE ETC. 1D

MINI PAGE 3D

PUZZLES 5-6D

TELEVISION 2D

FORECAST
Heavy T-storms 

and not as warm.  
High 76; low 59.   

WEATHER 6C

N E W S - J O U R N A L O N L I N E . C O M H O M E  O F  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  M O S T  F A M O U S  B E A C H

By JULIE PACE and ROBERT BURNS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel announced Monday he is 
stepping down, leaving under pres-
sure following a rocky tenure in which 
he has struggled to break through the 
White House’s insular team of nation-
al security advisers.

During a White House ceremony, 
Obama said he and 
Hagel had determined 
it was an “appropriate 
time for him to complete 
his service.”

Hagel is the first 
senior Obama adviser to 
leave the administration 
following the sweeping 
losses for the president’s 
party in the midterm 
elections. It also comes 
as the president’s national security 
team has been battered by crises 
including the rise of Islamic State mil-
itants in Iraq and Syria and Russia’s 
provocations in Ukraine.

The president praised Hagel, a 
Republican who grew close to Obama 
while they both served in the Senate, 

Defense 
secretary 

resigns
Hagel first Cabinet 
member to leave 

after election losses

By JIM SALTER and DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — A grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the un-

armed, black 18-year-
old whose fatal shoot-
ing sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent 
protests and in-
flamed deep racial 
tensions between 
many African-Amer-
icans and police.

Within minutes of 
the announcement 

by St. Louis County’s top prose-
cutor, crowds began pouring into 
Ferguson streets to protest the 

decision. Some taunted police, 
shattered windows and vandalized 
cars. Several gunshots were also 

heard. Officers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse the 
gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine whites 
and three blacks met on 25 sepa-
rate days, hearing more than 70 
hours of testimony from about 60 
witnesses, including three medical 
examiners and experts on blood, 
toxicology and firearms.

He stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” He said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

CHUCK  
HAGEL

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

For Rebecca Luddeni, Thanksgiving 
wouldn’t be complete without shop-
ping for bargains.

The Palm Coast mother of three boys 
is a veteran shopper on Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday, venturing out with 
a well-planned strategy to get the most 
for her money.

“I usually end up saving about  
50 percent,” Luddeni said, adding that 
she spends $1,500 on average on the 
two days for clothing, toys and elec-
tronics. 

Luddeni is one of thousands of 
Volusia and Flagler residents who will 
be out on Thanksgiving and then rise 
before the sun Friday to snag deals at 

T H A N K S G I V I N G ,  B L AC K  F R I DAY   

Holiday 
deals draw 
shoppers   

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

DAYTONA BEACH — Ken En-
nis said he’ll be driving to 
Miami on Thanksgiving in 
his souped-up 1987 Pontiac 
Fiero. 

The Daytona Beach re-
tiree said he’ll be thankful 
for the ongoing drop in gas 
prices as he goes to visit 
relatives on Turkey Day. 

“It’s a good thing gas pric-
es are going down, because 
this baby only takes top-of-
the-line fuel,” Ennis said 
at the Sunoco station at the 

corner of Mason Avenue 
and Nova Road as he squee-
geed the car’s windshield to 
perfection. 

Ennis, who will be 
showcasing his 3800 super-
charged sports car at the 
Turkey Run at Daytona 
International Speedway 
this weekend, is one of at 
least 41.3 million Americans 
planning a road trip for 
Thanksgiving, according 
to AAA Daily Fuel Gauge 
Report. 

And there’s something 
else to be thankful for — gas 
prices will be at their lowest 
in five years (2009) for the 

As Thanksgiving nears, drivers give thanks for drop in gas prices
Ken Ennis, 
a Daytona 
Beach resi-
dent, is driv-
ing his 1987 
Pontiac Fiero, 
which he 
calls “Wind 
Dancer,” to 
Miami for 
Thanksgiving.

Fatima Hussein/
NEWS-JOURNAL

Area Gas Prices
Average price for a gallon 
of regular unleaded gas in 
the Volusia-Flagler area:

Monday.......................$2.83
Week Ago ...................$2.89
Year Ago .....................$3.42

SOURCE: AAA auto club
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By PATRICIO G. BALONA
patricio.balona@news-jrnl.com

A Daytona Beach pastor said 
Monday night he respects a grand 
jury’s decision to not file charges 
against a police officer who shot 
and killed an unarmed teenager in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

The Rev. L. Ronald Durham, 
pastor of the Greater Friendship 
Baptist Church, said he has called 
upon leaders of churches in the 
area to join in solidarity for a 

“Prayer for Peace” 
service tonight.

“We certainly re-
spect the judicial pro-
cess and now that the 
grand jury has made 
its decision, we want 
to join others across 
the country and pray 
for the Brown fami-

ly,” he said Monday night.
Durham expressed his thoughts 

after a prosecutor in Missouri 

announced Monday night that 
the 12-member grand jury did not 
find probable cause to file charges 
against Officer Darren Wilson for 
shooting Michael Brown in August.

“We are holding an interfaith 
prayer for peace at 6:30 p.m.,” 
said Durham, former president of 
the Daytona Beach Black Clergy 
Alliance. 

“We are certainly going to pray 

Prayer service set in wake of Ferguson grand jury decision

L. RONALD 
DURHAM

F E RG U S O N ,  M I S S O U R I

NO CHARGES
Protests turn violent after officer not indicted for killing teen

MICHAEL
BROWN

Associated Press photos

A group of protesters vandalize a police vehicle Monday night after the announcement of the grand jury decision 
not to indict Police Officer Darren Wilson in the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old.

SEE CHARGES, PAGE 9A

St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob 
McCulloch announces the grand 
jury’s decision not to indict Ferguson 
Police Officer Darren Wilson.

SEE PRAYER, PAGE 9A
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By Melissa Boughton
mboughton@postandcourier.com

local civil rights leaders were 
not surprised Monday night but 
saw opportunity for discussion af-
ter a grand jury in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, declined to indict police of-
ficer Darren Wilson for the aug. 9  
fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an 
unarmed black teenager.

“this is much bigger, even in 
Charleston, than Michael Brown 
now,” said elder James Johnson, 
president of the local chapter of the 
national action network. “hopeful-
ly this will be a wake-up call to every-
one to have a discussion now, before 
we become the next Ferguson.”

Johnson said racial tensions are no 
stranger to Charleston, especially 
when it comes to the relationship 
between police agencies and com-
munity members. 

“nobody trusts the police depart-

ment in Ferguson and a lot of people 
don’t trust the police department 
here,” he said. “i don’t think people 
are surprised (about the grand jury 
decision), but things have to change.”

Pastor thomas Dixon of the Co-

alition, agreed with Johnson and 
said locals are angry about the deci-
sion not to indict because it shows a 
familiar pattern in officer involved 
shooting involving young black men. 

he and Johnson compared the 

events in Ferguson with Charles-
ton’s recent police shooting resulting 
in the death of 19-year-old Denzel 
Curnell. 

Grand jury’s decision 
sparks anger, violence

By DaviD Caraviello
dcaraviello@postandcourier.com

ColuMBia — there’s a new no. 
1 team in women’s college basketball 
— and for the first time ever, it’s south 
Carolina.

the gamecocks ascended to the na-
tion’s top ranking for the first time 
in program history 
Monday, receiving 
21 of 35 first-place 
votes in the new 
aP top 25. south 
Carolina had been 
ranked no. 2 since 
the preseason poll, 
which matched the 
gamecocks’ highest 
position ever.

“We’re just putting 
south Carolina on the map,” said usC 
guard tiffany Mitchell. “if you’re not 
really in tune with women’s basketball, 
you wouldn’t put south Carolina as a 
Final Four team. so we’re just trying to 
open people’s eyes and show them we 
are a national contender.”

the no. 1 spot became available a week 
ago after defending national champion 
and previously top-ranked Connecticut 
had a 47-game winning streak snapped 
in overtime by stanford.

USC women 
make history 
as No. 1, keep 
eyes on prize

By aManDa kerr
akerr@postandcourier.com

the parents of three academic 
Magnet high school football play-
ers have filed a defamation lawsuit 
claiming characterizations of the 
team’s controversial postgame wa-
termelon ritual damaged their sons’ 
reputations.

Betty and James r. Moore Jr., amy 
and lee garrard, and Dean and kath-
ryn Frailey are suing the Charleston 
County school District, consultant 
kevin Clayton and his firm axxis 
Consulting Co., and Jones street 
Publishers llC, which is the parent 
company of the Charleston City Pa-
per, on behalf of their children, who 
are only named in the lawsuit by their 
initials.

Magnet 
parents 
file suit
Say characterization 
of watermelon ritual 
hurt sons’ reputations

By BrenDa rinDge
brindge@postandcourier.com

David Johnson waded through the 
crowd gathered on the pier Monday 
after the new Coast guard cutter ham-
ilton pulled into Charleston harbor for 
the first time.

Johnson quickly found his two pre-
schoolers, who yelled “Daddy! Daddy!” 
as he approached.

“it means everything to be home for 
thanksgiving,” a jubilant Johnson 
said.

it was that kind of day for the hamil-
ton’s 119 crew members, who returned 
home to their families sooner than ex-
pected after a six-month absence.

“i originally said we were going to be 
home by the first of December,” said 
Doug Fears, commanding officer of 
the hamilton. “i told the crew if we did 

well on our ready for sea training and 
all those other trainings, then we could 
come home earlier. they hit the ball out 
of the park ... and we’re home a week 
early, and in time for thanksgiving.”

Families of crew members, many 
with posters of welcome, waited anx-
iously to greet their loved ones.

For many, like sailor robert kaiwi, 
it was an emotional homecoming. he 
met his 41/2-month-old son robert for 
the first time. 

Families, crew thankful as new Coast Guard cutter sails home earlyInside
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By JiM salter  
and DaviD a. lieB
Associated Press

Ferguson, Mo. — a grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in 
the death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed, black 18-year-old whose 
fatal shooting sparked weeks of 
sometimes-violent protests and 
inflamed deep racial tensions be-
tween many african-americans 
and police.

Within minutes of the announce-
ment by st. louis County’s top 
prosecutor, crowds began pouring 
into Ferguson streets to protest the 
decision. some taunted police, shat-
tered windows and vandalized cars. 

several gunshots were also heard. 
officers released smoke and pep-
per spray to disperse the gatherings.

Prosecuting attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine 
whites and three blacks met on 
25 separate days, hearing more 
than 70 hours of testimony from 

about 60 witnesses, including three 
medical examiners and experts on 
blood, toxicology and firearms.

he stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” he said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

“these grand jurors poured their 
hearts and soul into this process,” 
he said.

as McCulloch was reading 
his statement, Michael Brown’s 
mother, lesley Mcspadden, was 
sitting atop a vehicle listening to 
a broadcast of the announcement.

Ferguson protesters, police clash after  
officer who shot teen is not indicted

GRaCe BeaHm/STaff

Miguel Uribarri stands as the Coast Guard Cutter Hamilton pulled into 
its home port in the Charleston Harbor for the first time

‘Things have  
to change,’ 
say local civil 
rights leaders

Brown

for more photos, go to 
postandcourier.com/
galleries.

Gallery

Do you agree 
with the grand 
jury’s decision 
in the michael 
Brown shoot-
ing? Go to post 
andcourier.
com/polls to 
vote.

Poll

Staley

 Please see USC, Page a7

 Please see LAWSUIT, Page a6

 Please see HAMILTON, Page a6

 Please see PROTEST, Page a8

DaviD GoLDman/aP

Police in riot gear move down the street past a burning police car Monday night in Ferguson, Mo., after a grand jury decided not to 
indict Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson in the shooting death of 18-year-old Michael Brown.

 Please see REACTION, Page a8



By Gregory J. Wilcox
greg.wilcox@langnews.com 
@dngregwilcox on Twitter

Holiday revelers are expected 
to hit Southern California roads 
and take to the skies in the largest 
number in seven years over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, thanks 
to dramatically lower gasoline 
prices and improving personal 
finances, o�cials said Monday.

The Automobile Club of South-
ern California is predicting
3.5 million local residents will 
take a trip of 50 miles or more over 
the long weekend, an increase of 
3.8 percent from last year. That’s 
the most since 4 million in 2007.

Statewide 5.65 million are ex-
pected to take a Thanksgiving 
trip, also up 3.8 percent from 
a year ago and the most since
6.44 million in 2007.

“As Californians see improve-
ments in jobs and household 
worth this year, they are more 
willing to spend on travel,” Auto 
Club spokesman Je�rey Spring 
said. “An added bonus for travel 
budgets has been dramatically 
lower gas prices in the past two 
months. Consumers have more 
money in their pockets to plan 
trips, and this Thanksgiving’s 
travel will cost them less by car 
and just 1 percent higher than last 
year on average by air.”

As is typical, the vast majority 
of travelers will drive to their des-
tinations, and they will find a nice 
surprise at the pump.

In the Los Angeles/Long Beach 
area, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.12 on Monday, 47 cents cheaper 
than a year ago. In the Inland Em-
pire, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.08, 49 cents under a year ago.

“It’s good news for consumers, 
that’s for sure. And judging from 
wholesale prices it seems like it 
could drop a few pennies more,” 
Spring said.

Prices around the region are 
just pennies away from averag-
ing under $3 a gallon, said Allison 
Mac, West Coast analyst for Gas-
Buddy.com. Prices are already be-
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By Courtney Tompkins
courtney.tompkins@langnews.com 
@ctompkinsPT on Twitter

LONG BEACH » With the state’s 
reservoirs and groundwater sup-
ply hitting historic lows, Califor-
nians must adapt to a new culture 

of water conservation, according 
to experts from around the state 
who gathered at the Aquarium of 
the Pacific on Monday.

This means tighter water re-
strictions for residents across 
the Southland, especially in ur-
ban environments, where water 

use needs to be reduced by 15 to 
20 percent — not just now, but for-
ever. 

“We need to sustain what we 
have as long as we possibly can ... 
or the consequences will be quite 
dire,” said Jay Famiglietti, a hy-
drologist and groundwater expert 
at NASA Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in La Cañada Flintridge.  

CALIFORNIA WATER CRISIS

Experts: Conservation must be a habit
Panelists at Aquarium of the Paci�c event call for 
a permanent reduction in consumption by 15-20%

SCOTT VARLEY 
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

The global risk 
of drought is 
displayed on 
a suspended 
video globe 
Monday during 
a conference 
addressing 
water shortages 
held at Long 
Beach’s 
Aquarium of the 
Paci�c.
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By Jim Salter 
and David A. Lieb
The Associated Press

FERGUSON, MO. » A grand 
jury declined Monday to in-
dict Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed black 18-year-old 
whose fatal shooting by a 
white officer sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent pro-
tests and exposed deep ra-
cial tension between many
African-Americans and police.

Within minutes of the an-
nouncement by St. Louis Coun-
ty’s top prosecutor, crowds be-
gan pouring into Ferguson 
streets to protest the decision. 
Some taunted police, shattered 
windows and vandalized cars. 
Several gunshots were also 
heard. O�cers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse 
the gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob 
McCulloch said the jury of 
nine whites and three blacks 

RACIAL TENSION

NO INDICTMENT IN 
FERGUSON CASE
Grand jury: Decision in killing of black teen by white cop sends crowds pouring into streets

DAVID GOLDMAN — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police o�cers stand guard as protesters react to the announcement of the grand jury decision not to indict police O�cer Darren Wilson in 
the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old, on Monday in Ferguson, Mo.

JEWEL SAMAD — GETTY IMAGES

A police car burns during clashes between police and protesters 
over the decision in the shooting death of Michael Brown.

Inside: Los Angeles protests are muted a�er grand jury announc-
es no indictment in Ferguson shooting, PAGE A6
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By JULIE PACE and ROBERT BURNS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel announced Monday he is 
stepping down, leaving under pres-
sure following a rocky tenure in which 
he has struggled to break through the 
White House’s insular team of nation-
al security advisers.

During a White House ceremony, 
Obama said he and 
Hagel had determined 
it was an “appropriate 
time for him to complete 
his service.”

Hagel is the first 
senior Obama adviser to 
leave the administration 
following the sweeping 
losses for the president’s 
party in the midterm 
elections. It also comes 
as the president’s national security 
team has been battered by crises 
including the rise of Islamic State mil-
itants in Iraq and Syria and Russia’s 
provocations in Ukraine.

The president praised Hagel, a 
Republican who grew close to Obama 
while they both served in the Senate, 

Defense 
secretary 

resigns
Hagel first Cabinet 
member to leave 

after election losses

By JIM SALTER and DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — A grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the un-

armed, black 18-year-
old whose fatal shoot-
ing sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent 
protests and in-
flamed deep racial 
tensions between 
many African-Amer-
icans and police.

Within minutes of 
the announcement 

by St. Louis County’s top prose-
cutor, crowds began pouring into 
Ferguson streets to protest the 

decision. Some taunted police, 
shattered windows and vandalized 
cars. Several gunshots were also 

heard. Officers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse the 
gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine whites 
and three blacks met on 25 sepa-
rate days, hearing more than 70 
hours of testimony from about 60 
witnesses, including three medical 
examiners and experts on blood, 
toxicology and firearms.

He stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” He said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

CHUCK  
HAGEL

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

For Rebecca Luddeni, Thanksgiving 
wouldn’t be complete without shop-
ping for bargains.

The Palm Coast mother of three boys 
is a veteran shopper on Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday, venturing out with 
a well-planned strategy to get the most 
for her money.

“I usually end up saving about  
50 percent,” Luddeni said, adding that 
she spends $1,500 on average on the 
two days for clothing, toys and elec-
tronics. 

Luddeni is one of thousands of 
Volusia and Flagler residents who will 
be out on Thanksgiving and then rise 
before the sun Friday to snag deals at 

T H A N K S G I V I N G ,  B L AC K  F R I DAY   

Holiday 
deals draw 
shoppers   

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

DAYTONA BEACH — Ken En-
nis said he’ll be driving to 
Miami on Thanksgiving in 
his souped-up 1987 Pontiac 
Fiero. 

The Daytona Beach re-
tiree said he’ll be thankful 
for the ongoing drop in gas 
prices as he goes to visit 
relatives on Turkey Day. 

“It’s a good thing gas pric-
es are going down, because 
this baby only takes top-of-
the-line fuel,” Ennis said 
at the Sunoco station at the 

corner of Mason Avenue 
and Nova Road as he squee-
geed the car’s windshield to 
perfection. 

Ennis, who will be 
showcasing his 3800 super-
charged sports car at the 
Turkey Run at Daytona 
International Speedway 
this weekend, is one of at 
least 41.3 million Americans 
planning a road trip for 
Thanksgiving, according 
to AAA Daily Fuel Gauge 
Report. 

And there’s something 
else to be thankful for — gas 
prices will be at their lowest 
in five years (2009) for the 

As Thanksgiving nears, drivers give thanks for drop in gas prices
Ken Ennis, 
a Daytona 
Beach resi-
dent, is driv-
ing his 1987 
Pontiac Fiero, 
which he 
calls “Wind 
Dancer,” to 
Miami for 
Thanksgiving.

Fatima Hussein/
NEWS-JOURNAL

Area Gas Prices
Average price for a gallon 
of regular unleaded gas in 
the Volusia-Flagler area:

Monday.......................$2.83
Week Ago ...................$2.89
Year Ago .....................$3.42

SOURCE: AAA auto club

SEE RESIGNS, PAGE 10A

SEE SHOPPERS, PAGE 10A

SEE GAS, PAGE 10A

T E M P O R A R Y  
H O M E S  F O R  P E T S  

L O C A L  1 C

TURKEY RUN

By PATRICIO G. BALONA
patricio.balona@news-jrnl.com

A Daytona Beach pastor said 
Monday night he respects a grand 
jury’s decision to not file charges 
against a police officer who shot 
and killed an unarmed teenager in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

The Rev. L. Ronald Durham, 
pastor of the Greater Friendship 
Baptist Church, said he has called 
upon leaders of churches in the 
area to join in solidarity for a 

“Prayer for Peace” 
service tonight.

“We certainly re-
spect the judicial pro-
cess and now that the 
grand jury has made 
its decision, we want 
to join others across 
the country and pray 
for the Brown fami-

ly,” he said Monday night.
Durham expressed his thoughts 

after a prosecutor in Missouri 

announced Monday night that 
the 12-member grand jury did not 
find probable cause to file charges 
against Officer Darren Wilson for 
shooting Michael Brown in August.

“We are holding an interfaith 
prayer for peace at 6:30 p.m.,” 
said Durham, former president of 
the Daytona Beach Black Clergy 
Alliance. 

“We are certainly going to pray 

Prayer service set in wake of Ferguson grand jury decision

L. RONALD 
DURHAM

F E RG U S O N ,  M I S S O U R I

NO CHARGES
Protests turn violent after officer not indicted for killing teen

MICHAEL
BROWN

Associated Press photos

A group of protesters vandalize a police vehicle Monday night after the announcement of the grand jury decision 
not to indict Police Officer Darren Wilson in the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old.

SEE CHARGES, PAGE 9A

St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob 
McCulloch announces the grand 
jury’s decision not to indict Ferguson 
Police Officer Darren Wilson.

SEE PRAYER, PAGE 9A
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By Melissa Boughton
mboughton@postandcourier.com

local civil rights leaders were 
not surprised Monday night but 
saw opportunity for discussion af-
ter a grand jury in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, declined to indict police of-
ficer Darren Wilson for the aug. 9  
fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an 
unarmed black teenager.

“this is much bigger, even in 
Charleston, than Michael Brown 
now,” said elder James Johnson, 
president of the local chapter of the 
national action network. “hopeful-
ly this will be a wake-up call to every-
one to have a discussion now, before 
we become the next Ferguson.”

Johnson said racial tensions are no 
stranger to Charleston, especially 
when it comes to the relationship 
between police agencies and com-
munity members. 

“nobody trusts the police depart-

ment in Ferguson and a lot of people 
don’t trust the police department 
here,” he said. “i don’t think people 
are surprised (about the grand jury 
decision), but things have to change.”

Pastor thomas Dixon of the Co-

alition, agreed with Johnson and 
said locals are angry about the deci-
sion not to indict because it shows a 
familiar pattern in officer involved 
shooting involving young black men. 

he and Johnson compared the 

events in Ferguson with Charles-
ton’s recent police shooting resulting 
in the death of 19-year-old Denzel 
Curnell. 

Grand jury’s decision 
sparks anger, violence

By DaviD Caraviello
dcaraviello@postandcourier.com

ColuMBia — there’s a new no. 
1 team in women’s college basketball 
— and for the first time ever, it’s south 
Carolina.

the gamecocks ascended to the na-
tion’s top ranking for the first time 
in program history 
Monday, receiving 
21 of 35 first-place 
votes in the new 
aP top 25. south 
Carolina had been 
ranked no. 2 since 
the preseason poll, 
which matched the 
gamecocks’ highest 
position ever.

“We’re just putting 
south Carolina on the map,” said usC 
guard tiffany Mitchell. “if you’re not 
really in tune with women’s basketball, 
you wouldn’t put south Carolina as a 
Final Four team. so we’re just trying to 
open people’s eyes and show them we 
are a national contender.”

the no. 1 spot became available a week 
ago after defending national champion 
and previously top-ranked Connecticut 
had a 47-game winning streak snapped 
in overtime by stanford.

USC women 
make history 
as No. 1, keep 
eyes on prize

By aManDa kerr
akerr@postandcourier.com

the parents of three academic 
Magnet high school football play-
ers have filed a defamation lawsuit 
claiming characterizations of the 
team’s controversial postgame wa-
termelon ritual damaged their sons’ 
reputations.

Betty and James r. Moore Jr., amy 
and lee garrard, and Dean and kath-
ryn Frailey are suing the Charleston 
County school District, consultant 
kevin Clayton and his firm axxis 
Consulting Co., and Jones street 
Publishers llC, which is the parent 
company of the Charleston City Pa-
per, on behalf of their children, who 
are only named in the lawsuit by their 
initials.

Magnet 
parents 
file suit
Say characterization 
of watermelon ritual 
hurt sons’ reputations

By BrenDa rinDge
brindge@postandcourier.com

David Johnson waded through the 
crowd gathered on the pier Monday 
after the new Coast guard cutter ham-
ilton pulled into Charleston harbor for 
the first time.

Johnson quickly found his two pre-
schoolers, who yelled “Daddy! Daddy!” 
as he approached.

“it means everything to be home for 
thanksgiving,” a jubilant Johnson 
said.

it was that kind of day for the hamil-
ton’s 119 crew members, who returned 
home to their families sooner than ex-
pected after a six-month absence.

“i originally said we were going to be 
home by the first of December,” said 
Doug Fears, commanding officer of 
the hamilton. “i told the crew if we did 

well on our ready for sea training and 
all those other trainings, then we could 
come home earlier. they hit the ball out 
of the park ... and we’re home a week 
early, and in time for thanksgiving.”

Families of crew members, many 
with posters of welcome, waited anx-
iously to greet their loved ones.

For many, like sailor robert kaiwi, 
it was an emotional homecoming. he 
met his 41/2-month-old son robert for 
the first time. 

Families, crew thankful as new Coast Guard cutter sails home earlyInside
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By JiM salter  
and DaviD a. lieB
Associated Press

Ferguson, Mo. — a grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in 
the death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed, black 18-year-old whose 
fatal shooting sparked weeks of 
sometimes-violent protests and 
inflamed deep racial tensions be-
tween many african-americans 
and police.

Within minutes of the announce-
ment by st. louis County’s top 
prosecutor, crowds began pouring 
into Ferguson streets to protest the 
decision. some taunted police, shat-
tered windows and vandalized cars. 

several gunshots were also heard. 
officers released smoke and pep-
per spray to disperse the gatherings.

Prosecuting attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine 
whites and three blacks met on 
25 separate days, hearing more 
than 70 hours of testimony from 

about 60 witnesses, including three 
medical examiners and experts on 
blood, toxicology and firearms.

he stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” he said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

“these grand jurors poured their 
hearts and soul into this process,” 
he said.

as McCulloch was reading 
his statement, Michael Brown’s 
mother, lesley Mcspadden, was 
sitting atop a vehicle listening to 
a broadcast of the announcement.

Ferguson protesters, police clash after  
officer who shot teen is not indicted

GRaCe BeaHm/STaff

Miguel Uribarri stands as the Coast Guard Cutter Hamilton pulled into 
its home port in the Charleston Harbor for the first time

‘Things have  
to change,’ 
say local civil 
rights leaders

Brown

for more photos, go to 
postandcourier.com/
galleries.

Gallery

Do you agree 
with the grand 
jury’s decision 
in the michael 
Brown shoot-
ing? Go to post 
andcourier.
com/polls to 
vote.

Poll

Staley

 Please see USC, Page a7

 Please see LAWSUIT, Page a6

 Please see HAMILTON, Page a6

 Please see PROTEST, Page a8

DaviD GoLDman/aP

Police in riot gear move down the street past a burning police car Monday night in Ferguson, Mo., after a grand jury decided not to 
indict Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson in the shooting death of 18-year-old Michael Brown.

 Please see REACTION, Page a8



By Gregory J. Wilcox
greg.wilcox@langnews.com 
@dngregwilcox on Twitter

Holiday revelers are expected 
to hit Southern California roads 
and take to the skies in the largest 
number in seven years over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, thanks 
to dramatically lower gasoline 
prices and improving personal 
finances, o�cials said Monday.

The Automobile Club of South-
ern California is predicting
3.5 million local residents will 
take a trip of 50 miles or more over 
the long weekend, an increase of 
3.8 percent from last year. That’s 
the most since 4 million in 2007.

Statewide 5.65 million are ex-
pected to take a Thanksgiving 
trip, also up 3.8 percent from 
a year ago and the most since
6.44 million in 2007.

“As Californians see improve-
ments in jobs and household 
worth this year, they are more 
willing to spend on travel,” Auto 
Club spokesman Je�rey Spring 
said. “An added bonus for travel 
budgets has been dramatically 
lower gas prices in the past two 
months. Consumers have more 
money in their pockets to plan 
trips, and this Thanksgiving’s 
travel will cost them less by car 
and just 1 percent higher than last 
year on average by air.”

As is typical, the vast majority 
of travelers will drive to their des-
tinations, and they will find a nice 
surprise at the pump.

In the Los Angeles/Long Beach 
area, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.12 on Monday, 47 cents cheaper 
than a year ago. In the Inland Em-
pire, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.08, 49 cents under a year ago.

“It’s good news for consumers, 
that’s for sure. And judging from 
wholesale prices it seems like it 
could drop a few pennies more,” 
Spring said.

Prices around the region are 
just pennies away from averag-
ing under $3 a gallon, said Allison 
Mac, West Coast analyst for Gas-
Buddy.com. Prices are already be-

THANKSGIVING

Heavy 
holiday 
tra�c is 
expected
Auto Club forecasts 
travel for period will 
be highest in 7 years
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By Courtney Tompkins
courtney.tompkins@langnews.com 
@ctompkinsPT on Twitter

LONG BEACH » With the state’s 
reservoirs and groundwater sup-
ply hitting historic lows, Califor-
nians must adapt to a new culture 

of water conservation, according 
to experts from around the state 
who gathered at the Aquarium of 
the Pacific on Monday.

This means tighter water re-
strictions for residents across 
the Southland, especially in ur-
ban environments, where water 

use needs to be reduced by 15 to 
20 percent — not just now, but for-
ever. 

“We need to sustain what we 
have as long as we possibly can ... 
or the consequences will be quite 
dire,” said Jay Famiglietti, a hy-
drologist and groundwater expert 
at NASA Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in La Cañada Flintridge.  

CALIFORNIA WATER CRISIS

Experts: Conservation must be a habit
Panelists at Aquarium of the Paci�c event call for 
a permanent reduction in consumption by 15-20%

SCOTT VARLEY 
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

The global risk 
of drought is 
displayed on 
a suspended 
video globe 
Monday during 
a conference 
addressing 
water shortages 
held at Long 
Beach’s 
Aquarium of the 
Paci�c.

DROUGHT » PAGE 7

TRAVEL » PAGE 7

Today’s Web bonus » Sign up for our local news email alerts. presstelegram.com/email_signup 

TIM GROBATY

Don’t be a 
turkey! Call 
a tip line for 
kitchen help 
Local » A3

GOVERNMENT

Defense 
Secretary 
Chuck Hagel  
steps down
Nation » A10

MLB

Ex-Dodger 
Ramirez 
signs with 
Red Sox
Sports

By Jim Salter 
and David A. Lieb
The Associated Press

FERGUSON, MO. » A grand 
jury declined Monday to in-
dict Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed black 18-year-old 
whose fatal shooting by a 
white officer sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent pro-
tests and exposed deep ra-
cial tension between many
African-Americans and police.

Within minutes of the an-
nouncement by St. Louis Coun-
ty’s top prosecutor, crowds be-
gan pouring into Ferguson 
streets to protest the decision. 
Some taunted police, shattered 
windows and vandalized cars. 
Several gunshots were also 
heard. O�cers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse 
the gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob 
McCulloch said the jury of 
nine whites and three blacks 

RACIAL TENSION

NO INDICTMENT IN 
FERGUSON CASE
Grand jury: Decision in killing of black teen by white cop sends crowds pouring into streets

DAVID GOLDMAN — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police o�cers stand guard as protesters react to the announcement of the grand jury decision not to indict police O�cer Darren Wilson in 
the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old, on Monday in Ferguson, Mo.

JEWEL SAMAD — GETTY IMAGES

A police car burns during clashes between police and protesters 
over the decision in the shooting death of Michael Brown.

Inside: Los Angeles protests are muted a�er grand jury announc-
es no indictment in Ferguson shooting, PAGE A6
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By JULIE PACE and ROBERT BURNS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel announced Monday he is 
stepping down, leaving under pres-
sure following a rocky tenure in which 
he has struggled to break through the 
White House’s insular team of nation-
al security advisers.

During a White House ceremony, 
Obama said he and 
Hagel had determined 
it was an “appropriate 
time for him to complete 
his service.”

Hagel is the first 
senior Obama adviser to 
leave the administration 
following the sweeping 
losses for the president’s 
party in the midterm 
elections. It also comes 
as the president’s national security 
team has been battered by crises 
including the rise of Islamic State mil-
itants in Iraq and Syria and Russia’s 
provocations in Ukraine.

The president praised Hagel, a 
Republican who grew close to Obama 
while they both served in the Senate, 

Defense 
secretary 

resigns
Hagel first Cabinet 
member to leave 

after election losses

By JIM SALTER and DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — A grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the un-

armed, black 18-year-
old whose fatal shoot-
ing sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent 
protests and in-
flamed deep racial 
tensions between 
many African-Amer-
icans and police.

Within minutes of 
the announcement 

by St. Louis County’s top prose-
cutor, crowds began pouring into 
Ferguson streets to protest the 

decision. Some taunted police, 
shattered windows and vandalized 
cars. Several gunshots were also 

heard. Officers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse the 
gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine whites 
and three blacks met on 25 sepa-
rate days, hearing more than 70 
hours of testimony from about 60 
witnesses, including three medical 
examiners and experts on blood, 
toxicology and firearms.

He stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” He said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

CHUCK  
HAGEL

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

For Rebecca Luddeni, Thanksgiving 
wouldn’t be complete without shop-
ping for bargains.

The Palm Coast mother of three boys 
is a veteran shopper on Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday, venturing out with 
a well-planned strategy to get the most 
for her money.

“I usually end up saving about  
50 percent,” Luddeni said, adding that 
she spends $1,500 on average on the 
two days for clothing, toys and elec-
tronics. 

Luddeni is one of thousands of 
Volusia and Flagler residents who will 
be out on Thanksgiving and then rise 
before the sun Friday to snag deals at 

T H A N K S G I V I N G ,  B L AC K  F R I DAY   

Holiday 
deals draw 
shoppers   

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

DAYTONA BEACH — Ken En-
nis said he’ll be driving to 
Miami on Thanksgiving in 
his souped-up 1987 Pontiac 
Fiero. 

The Daytona Beach re-
tiree said he’ll be thankful 
for the ongoing drop in gas 
prices as he goes to visit 
relatives on Turkey Day. 

“It’s a good thing gas pric-
es are going down, because 
this baby only takes top-of-
the-line fuel,” Ennis said 
at the Sunoco station at the 

corner of Mason Avenue 
and Nova Road as he squee-
geed the car’s windshield to 
perfection. 

Ennis, who will be 
showcasing his 3800 super-
charged sports car at the 
Turkey Run at Daytona 
International Speedway 
this weekend, is one of at 
least 41.3 million Americans 
planning a road trip for 
Thanksgiving, according 
to AAA Daily Fuel Gauge 
Report. 

And there’s something 
else to be thankful for — gas 
prices will be at their lowest 
in five years (2009) for the 

As Thanksgiving nears, drivers give thanks for drop in gas prices
Ken Ennis, 
a Daytona 
Beach resi-
dent, is driv-
ing his 1987 
Pontiac Fiero, 
which he 
calls “Wind 
Dancer,” to 
Miami for 
Thanksgiving.

Fatima Hussein/
NEWS-JOURNAL

Area Gas Prices
Average price for a gallon 
of regular unleaded gas in 
the Volusia-Flagler area:

Monday.......................$2.83
Week Ago ...................$2.89
Year Ago .....................$3.42

SOURCE: AAA auto club
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By PATRICIO G. BALONA
patricio.balona@news-jrnl.com

A Daytona Beach pastor said 
Monday night he respects a grand 
jury’s decision to not file charges 
against a police officer who shot 
and killed an unarmed teenager in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

The Rev. L. Ronald Durham, 
pastor of the Greater Friendship 
Baptist Church, said he has called 
upon leaders of churches in the 
area to join in solidarity for a 

“Prayer for Peace” 
service tonight.

“We certainly re-
spect the judicial pro-
cess and now that the 
grand jury has made 
its decision, we want 
to join others across 
the country and pray 
for the Brown fami-

ly,” he said Monday night.
Durham expressed his thoughts 

after a prosecutor in Missouri 

announced Monday night that 
the 12-member grand jury did not 
find probable cause to file charges 
against Officer Darren Wilson for 
shooting Michael Brown in August.

“We are holding an interfaith 
prayer for peace at 6:30 p.m.,” 
said Durham, former president of 
the Daytona Beach Black Clergy 
Alliance. 

“We are certainly going to pray 

Prayer service set in wake of Ferguson grand jury decision

L. RONALD 
DURHAM

F E R G U S O N ,  M I S S O U R I

NO CHARGES
Protests turn violent after officer not indicted for killing teen

MICHAEL
BROWN

Associated Press photos

A group of protesters vandalize a police vehicle Monday night after the announcement of the grand jury decision 
not to indict Police Officer Darren Wilson in the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old.

SEE CHARGES, PAGE 9A

St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob 
McCulloch announces the grand 
jury’s decision not to indict Ferguson 
Police Officer Darren Wilson.

SEE PRAYER, PAGE 9A
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By Melissa Boughton
mboughton@postandcourier.com

local civil rights leaders were 
not surprised Monday night but 
saw opportunity for discussion af-
ter a grand jury in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, declined to indict police of-
ficer Darren Wilson for the aug. 9  
fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an 
unarmed black teenager.

“this is much bigger, even in 
Charleston, than Michael Brown 
now,” said elder James Johnson, 
president of the local chapter of the 
national action network. “hopeful-
ly this will be a wake-up call to every-
one to have a discussion now, before 
we become the next Ferguson.”

Johnson said racial tensions are no 
stranger to Charleston, especially 
when it comes to the relationship 
between police agencies and com-
munity members. 

“nobody trusts the police depart-

ment in Ferguson and a lot of people 
don’t trust the police department 
here,” he said. “i don’t think people 
are surprised (about the grand jury 
decision), but things have to change.”

Pastor thomas Dixon of the Co-

alition, agreed with Johnson and 
said locals are angry about the deci-
sion not to indict because it shows a 
familiar pattern in officer involved 
shooting involving young black men. 

he and Johnson compared the 

events in Ferguson with Charles-
ton’s recent police shooting resulting 
in the death of 19-year-old Denzel 
Curnell. 

Grand jury’s decision 
sparks anger, violence

By DaviD Caraviello
dcaraviello@postandcourier.com

ColuMBia — there’s a new no. 
1 team in women’s college basketball 
— and for the first time ever, it’s south 
Carolina.

the gamecocks ascended to the na-
tion’s top ranking for the first time 
in program history 
Monday, receiving 
21 of 35 first-place 
votes in the new 
aP top 25. south 
Carolina had been 
ranked no. 2 since 
the preseason poll, 
which matched the 
gamecocks’ highest 
position ever.

“We’re just putting 
south Carolina on the map,” said usC 
guard tiffany Mitchell. “if you’re not 
really in tune with women’s basketball, 
you wouldn’t put south Carolina as a 
Final Four team. so we’re just trying to 
open people’s eyes and show them we 
are a national contender.”

the no. 1 spot became available a week 
ago after defending national champion 
and previously top-ranked Connecticut 
had a 47-game winning streak snapped 
in overtime by stanford.

USC women 
make history 
as No. 1, keep 
eyes on prize

By aManDa kerr
akerr@postandcourier.com

the parents of three academic 
Magnet high school football play-
ers have filed a defamation lawsuit 
claiming characterizations of the 
team’s controversial postgame wa-
termelon ritual damaged their sons’ 
reputations.

Betty and James r. Moore Jr., amy 
and lee garrard, and Dean and kath-
ryn Frailey are suing the Charleston 
County school District, consultant 
kevin Clayton and his firm axxis 
Consulting Co., and Jones street 
Publishers llC, which is the parent 
company of the Charleston City Pa-
per, on behalf of their children, who 
are only named in the lawsuit by their 
initials.

Magnet 
parents 
file suit
Say characterization 
of watermelon ritual 
hurt sons’ reputations

By BrenDa rinDge
brindge@postandcourier.com

David Johnson waded through the 
crowd gathered on the pier Monday 
after the new Coast guard cutter ham-
ilton pulled into Charleston harbor for 
the first time.

Johnson quickly found his two pre-
schoolers, who yelled “Daddy! Daddy!” 
as he approached.

“it means everything to be home for 
thanksgiving,” a jubilant Johnson 
said.

it was that kind of day for the hamil-
ton’s 119 crew members, who returned 
home to their families sooner than ex-
pected after a six-month absence.

“i originally said we were going to be 
home by the first of December,” said 
Doug Fears, commanding officer of 
the hamilton. “i told the crew if we did 

well on our ready for sea training and 
all those other trainings, then we could 
come home earlier. they hit the ball out 
of the park ... and we’re home a week 
early, and in time for thanksgiving.”

Families of crew members, many 
with posters of welcome, waited anx-
iously to greet their loved ones.

For many, like sailor robert kaiwi, 
it was an emotional homecoming. he 
met his 41/2-month-old son robert for 
the first time. 

Families, crew thankful as new Coast Guard cutter sails home earlyInside
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By JiM salter  
and DaviD a. lieB
Associated Press

Ferguson, Mo. — a grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in 
the death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed, black 18-year-old whose 
fatal shooting sparked weeks of 
sometimes-violent protests and 
inflamed deep racial tensions be-
tween many african-americans 
and police.

Within minutes of the announce-
ment by st. louis County’s top 
prosecutor, crowds began pouring 
into Ferguson streets to protest the 
decision. some taunted police, shat-
tered windows and vandalized cars. 

several gunshots were also heard. 
officers released smoke and pep-
per spray to disperse the gatherings.

Prosecuting attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine 
whites and three blacks met on 
25 separate days, hearing more 
than 70 hours of testimony from 

about 60 witnesses, including three 
medical examiners and experts on 
blood, toxicology and firearms.

he stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” he said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

“these grand jurors poured their 
hearts and soul into this process,” 
he said.

as McCulloch was reading 
his statement, Michael Brown’s 
mother, lesley Mcspadden, was 
sitting atop a vehicle listening to 
a broadcast of the announcement.

Ferguson protesters, police clash after  
officer who shot teen is not indicted

GRaCe BeaHm/STaff

Miguel Uribarri stands as the Coast Guard Cutter Hamilton pulled into 
its home port in the Charleston Harbor for the first time

‘Things have  
to change,’ 
say local civil 
rights leaders

Brown

for more photos, go to 
postandcourier.com/
galleries.
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Do you agree 
with the grand 
jury’s decision 
in the michael 
Brown shoot-
ing? Go to post 
andcourier.
com/polls to 
vote.

Poll

Staley

 Please see USC, Page a7

 Please see LAWSUIT, Page a6
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DaviD GoLDman/aP

Police in riot gear move down the street past a burning police car Monday night in Ferguson, Mo., after a grand jury decided not to 
indict Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson in the shooting death of 18-year-old Michael Brown.

 Please see REACTION, Page a8



By Gregory J. Wilcox
greg.wilcox@langnews.com 
@dngregwilcox on Twitter

Holiday revelers are expected 
to hit Southern California roads 
and take to the skies in the largest 
number in seven years over the 
Thanksgiving weekend, thanks 
to dramatically lower gasoline 
prices and improving personal 
finances, o�cials said Monday.

The Automobile Club of South-
ern California is predicting
3.5 million local residents will 
take a trip of 50 miles or more over 
the long weekend, an increase of 
3.8 percent from last year. That’s 
the most since 4 million in 2007.

Statewide 5.65 million are ex-
pected to take a Thanksgiving 
trip, also up 3.8 percent from 
a year ago and the most since
6.44 million in 2007.

“As Californians see improve-
ments in jobs and household 
worth this year, they are more 
willing to spend on travel,” Auto 
Club spokesman Je�rey Spring 
said. “An added bonus for travel 
budgets has been dramatically 
lower gas prices in the past two 
months. Consumers have more 
money in their pockets to plan 
trips, and this Thanksgiving’s 
travel will cost them less by car 
and just 1 percent higher than last 
year on average by air.”

As is typical, the vast majority 
of travelers will drive to their des-
tinations, and they will find a nice 
surprise at the pump.

In the Los Angeles/Long Beach 
area, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.12 on Monday, 47 cents cheaper 
than a year ago. In the Inland Em-
pire, a gallon of regular averaged 
$3.08, 49 cents under a year ago.

“It’s good news for consumers, 
that’s for sure. And judging from 
wholesale prices it seems like it 
could drop a few pennies more,” 
Spring said.

Prices around the region are 
just pennies away from averag-
ing under $3 a gallon, said Allison 
Mac, West Coast analyst for Gas-
Buddy.com. Prices are already be-

THANKSGIVING

Heavy 
holiday 
tra�c is 
expected
Auto Club forecasts 
travel for period will 
be highest in 7 years
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By Courtney Tompkins
courtney.tompkins@langnews.com 
@ctompkinsPT on Twitter

LONG BEACH » With the state’s 
reservoirs and groundwater sup-
ply hitting historic lows, Califor-
nians must adapt to a new culture 

of water conservation, according 
to experts from around the state 
who gathered at the Aquarium of 
the Pacific on Monday.

This means tighter water re-
strictions for residents across 
the Southland, especially in ur-
ban environments, where water 

use needs to be reduced by 15 to 
20 percent — not just now, but for-
ever. 

“We need to sustain what we 
have as long as we possibly can ... 
or the consequences will be quite 
dire,” said Jay Famiglietti, a hy-
drologist and groundwater expert 
at NASA Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in La Cañada Flintridge.  

CALIFORNIA WATER CRISIS

Experts: Conservation must be a habit
Panelists at Aquarium of the Paci�c event call for 
a permanent reduction in consumption by 15-20%

SCOTT VARLEY 
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

The global risk 
of drought is 
displayed on 
a suspended 
video globe 
Monday during 
a conference 
addressing 
water shortages 
held at Long 
Beach’s 
Aquarium of the 
Paci�c.
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By Jim Salter 
and David A. Lieb
The Associated Press

FERGUSON, MO. » A grand 
jury declined Monday to in-
dict Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed black 18-year-old 
whose fatal shooting by a 
white officer sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent pro-
tests and exposed deep ra-
cial tension between many
African-Americans and police.

Within minutes of the an-
nouncement by St. Louis Coun-
ty’s top prosecutor, crowds be-
gan pouring into Ferguson 
streets to protest the decision. 
Some taunted police, shattered 
windows and vandalized cars. 
Several gunshots were also 
heard. O�cers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse 
the gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob 
McCulloch said the jury of 
nine whites and three blacks 

RACIAL TENSION

NO INDICTMENT IN 
FERGUSON CASE
Grand jury: Decision in killing of black teen by white cop sends crowds pouring into streets

DAVID GOLDMAN — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police o�cers stand guard as protesters react to the announcement of the grand jury decision not to indict police O�cer Darren Wilson in 
the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old, on Monday in Ferguson, Mo.

JEWEL SAMAD — GETTY IMAGES

A police car burns during clashes between police and protesters 
over the decision in the shooting death of Michael Brown.

Inside: Los Angeles protests are muted a�er grand jury announc-
es no indictment in Ferguson shooting, PAGE A6
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By JULIE PACE and ROBERT BURNS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel announced Monday he is 
stepping down, leaving under pres-
sure following a rocky tenure in which 
he has struggled to break through the 
White House’s insular team of nation-
al security advisers.

During a White House ceremony, 
Obama said he and 
Hagel had determined 
it was an “appropriate 
time for him to complete 
his service.”

Hagel is the first 
senior Obama adviser to 
leave the administration 
following the sweeping 
losses for the president’s 
party in the midterm 
elections. It also comes 
as the president’s national security 
team has been battered by crises 
including the rise of Islamic State mil-
itants in Iraq and Syria and Russia’s 
provocations in Ukraine.

The president praised Hagel, a 
Republican who grew close to Obama 
while they both served in the Senate, 

Defense 
secretary 

resigns
Hagel first Cabinet 
member to leave 

after election losses

By JIM SALTER and DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — A grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in the 
death of Michael Brown, the un-

armed, black 18-year-
old whose fatal shoot-
ing sparked weeks 
of sometimes-violent 
protests and in-
flamed deep racial 
tensions between 
many African-Amer-
icans and police.

Within minutes of 
the announcement 

by St. Louis County’s top prose-
cutor, crowds began pouring into 
Ferguson streets to protest the 

decision. Some taunted police, 
shattered windows and vandalized 
cars. Several gunshots were also 

heard. Officers released smoke 
and pepper spray to disperse the 
gatherings.

Prosecuting Attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine whites 
and three blacks met on 25 sepa-
rate days, hearing more than 70 
hours of testimony from about 60 
witnesses, including three medical 
examiners and experts on blood, 
toxicology and firearms.

He stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” He said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

CHUCK  
HAGEL

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

For Rebecca Luddeni, Thanksgiving 
wouldn’t be complete without shop-
ping for bargains.

The Palm Coast mother of three boys 
is a veteran shopper on Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday, venturing out with 
a well-planned strategy to get the most 
for her money.

“I usually end up saving about  
50 percent,” Luddeni said, adding that 
she spends $1,500 on average on the 
two days for clothing, toys and elec-
tronics. 

Luddeni is one of thousands of 
Volusia and Flagler residents who will 
be out on Thanksgiving and then rise 
before the sun Friday to snag deals at 

T H A N K S G I V I N G ,  B L AC K  F R I DAY   

Holiday 
deals draw 
shoppers   

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
fatima.hussein@news-jrnl.com

DAYTONA BEACH — Ken En-
nis said he’ll be driving to 
Miami on Thanksgiving in 
his souped-up 1987 Pontiac 
Fiero. 

The Daytona Beach re-
tiree said he’ll be thankful 
for the ongoing drop in gas 
prices as he goes to visit 
relatives on Turkey Day. 

“It’s a good thing gas pric-
es are going down, because 
this baby only takes top-of-
the-line fuel,” Ennis said 
at the Sunoco station at the 

corner of Mason Avenue 
and Nova Road as he squee-
geed the car’s windshield to 
perfection. 

Ennis, who will be 
showcasing his 3800 super-
charged sports car at the 
Turkey Run at Daytona 
International Speedway 
this weekend, is one of at 
least 41.3 million Americans 
planning a road trip for 
Thanksgiving, according 
to AAA Daily Fuel Gauge 
Report. 

And there’s something 
else to be thankful for — gas 
prices will be at their lowest 
in five years (2009) for the 

As Thanksgiving nears, drivers give thanks for drop in gas prices
Ken Ennis, 
a Daytona 
Beach resi-
dent, is driv-
ing his 1987 
Pontiac Fiero, 
which he 
calls “Wind 
Dancer,” to 
Miami for 
Thanksgiving.

Fatima Hussein/
NEWS-JOURNAL

Area Gas Prices
Average price for a gallon 
of regular unleaded gas in 
the Volusia-Flagler area:

Monday.......................$2.83
Week Ago ...................$2.89
Year Ago .....................$3.42

SOURCE: AAA auto club
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By PATRICIO G. BALONA
patricio.balona@news-jrnl.com

A Daytona Beach pastor said 
Monday night he respects a grand 
jury’s decision to not file charges 
against a police officer who shot 
and killed an unarmed teenager in 
Ferguson, Missouri.

The Rev. L. Ronald Durham, 
pastor of the Greater Friendship 
Baptist Church, said he has called 
upon leaders of churches in the 
area to join in solidarity for a 

“Prayer for Peace” 
service tonight.

“We certainly re-
spect the judicial pro-
cess and now that the 
grand jury has made 
its decision, we want 
to join others across 
the country and pray 
for the Brown fami-

ly,” he said Monday night.
Durham expressed his thoughts 

after a prosecutor in Missouri 

announced Monday night that 
the 12-member grand jury did not 
find probable cause to file charges 
against Officer Darren Wilson for 
shooting Michael Brown in August.

“We are holding an interfaith 
prayer for peace at 6:30 p.m.,” 
said Durham, former president of 
the Daytona Beach Black Clergy 
Alliance. 

“We are certainly going to pray 

Prayer service set in wake of Ferguson grand jury decision

L. RONALD 
DURHAM

F E R G U S O N ,  M I S S O U R I

NO CHARGES
Protests turn violent after officer not indicted for killing teen

MICHAEL
BROWN

Associated Press photos

A group of protesters vandalize a police vehicle Monday night after the announcement of the grand jury decision 
not to indict Police Officer Darren Wilson in the fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an unarmed black 18-year-old.

SEE CHARGES, PAGE 9A

St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob 
McCulloch announces the grand 
jury’s decision not to indict Ferguson 
Police Officer Darren Wilson.

SEE PRAYER, PAGE 9A
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By Melissa Boughton
mboughton@postandcourier.com

local civil rights leaders were 
not surprised Monday night but 
saw opportunity for discussion af-
ter a grand jury in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, declined to indict police of-
ficer Darren Wilson for the aug. 9  
fatal shooting of Michael Brown, an 
unarmed black teenager.

“this is much bigger, even in 
Charleston, than Michael Brown 
now,” said elder James Johnson, 
president of the local chapter of the 
national action network. “hopeful-
ly this will be a wake-up call to every-
one to have a discussion now, before 
we become the next Ferguson.”

Johnson said racial tensions are no 
stranger to Charleston, especially 
when it comes to the relationship 
between police agencies and com-
munity members. 

“nobody trusts the police depart-

ment in Ferguson and a lot of people 
don’t trust the police department 
here,” he said. “i don’t think people 
are surprised (about the grand jury 
decision), but things have to change.”

Pastor thomas Dixon of the Co-

alition, agreed with Johnson and 
said locals are angry about the deci-
sion not to indict because it shows a 
familiar pattern in officer involved 
shooting involving young black men. 

he and Johnson compared the 

events in Ferguson with Charles-
ton’s recent police shooting resulting 
in the death of 19-year-old Denzel 
Curnell. 

Grand jury’s decision 
sparks anger, violence

By DaviD Caraviello
dcaraviello@postandcourier.com

ColuMBia — there’s a new no. 
1 team in women’s college basketball 
— and for the first time ever, it’s south 
Carolina.

the gamecocks ascended to the na-
tion’s top ranking for the first time 
in program history 
Monday, receiving 
21 of 35 first-place 
votes in the new 
aP top 25. south 
Carolina had been 
ranked no. 2 since 
the preseason poll, 
which matched the 
gamecocks’ highest 
position ever.

“We’re just putting 
south Carolina on the map,” said usC 
guard tiffany Mitchell. “if you’re not 
really in tune with women’s basketball, 
you wouldn’t put south Carolina as a 
Final Four team. so we’re just trying to 
open people’s eyes and show them we 
are a national contender.”

the no. 1 spot became available a week 
ago after defending national champion 
and previously top-ranked Connecticut 
had a 47-game winning streak snapped 
in overtime by stanford.

USC women 
make history 
as No. 1, keep 
eyes on prize

By aManDa kerr
akerr@postandcourier.com

the parents of three academic 
Magnet high school football play-
ers have filed a defamation lawsuit 
claiming characterizations of the 
team’s controversial postgame wa-
termelon ritual damaged their sons’ 
reputations.

Betty and James r. Moore Jr., amy 
and lee garrard, and Dean and kath-
ryn Frailey are suing the Charleston 
County school District, consultant 
kevin Clayton and his firm axxis 
Consulting Co., and Jones street 
Publishers llC, which is the parent 
company of the Charleston City Pa-
per, on behalf of their children, who 
are only named in the lawsuit by their 
initials.

Magnet 
parents 
file suit
Say characterization 
of watermelon ritual 
hurt sons’ reputations

By BrenDa rinDge
brindge@postandcourier.com

David Johnson waded through the 
crowd gathered on the pier Monday 
after the new Coast guard cutter ham-
ilton pulled into Charleston harbor for 
the first time.

Johnson quickly found his two pre-
schoolers, who yelled “Daddy! Daddy!” 
as he approached.

“it means everything to be home for 
thanksgiving,” a jubilant Johnson 
said.

it was that kind of day for the hamil-
ton’s 119 crew members, who returned 
home to their families sooner than ex-
pected after a six-month absence.

“i originally said we were going to be 
home by the first of December,” said 
Doug Fears, commanding officer of 
the hamilton. “i told the crew if we did 

well on our ready for sea training and 
all those other trainings, then we could 
come home earlier. they hit the ball out 
of the park ... and we’re home a week 
early, and in time for thanksgiving.”

Families of crew members, many 
with posters of welcome, waited anx-
iously to greet their loved ones.

For many, like sailor robert kaiwi, 
it was an emotional homecoming. he 
met his 41/2-month-old son robert for 
the first time. 

Families, crew thankful as new Coast Guard cutter sails home earlyInside
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and DaviD a. lieB
Associated Press

Ferguson, Mo. — a grand jury 
declined Monday to indict white 
police officer Darren Wilson in 
the death of Michael Brown, the 
unarmed, black 18-year-old whose 
fatal shooting sparked weeks of 
sometimes-violent protests and 
inflamed deep racial tensions be-
tween many african-americans 
and police.

Within minutes of the announce-
ment by st. louis County’s top 
prosecutor, crowds began pouring 
into Ferguson streets to protest the 
decision. some taunted police, shat-
tered windows and vandalized cars. 

several gunshots were also heard. 
officers released smoke and pep-
per spray to disperse the gatherings.

Prosecuting attorney Bob Mc-
Culloch said the jury of nine 
whites and three blacks met on 
25 separate days, hearing more 
than 70 hours of testimony from 

about 60 witnesses, including three 
medical examiners and experts on 
blood, toxicology and firearms.

he stressed that jurors were 
“the only people who heard ev-
ery witness ... and every piece of 
evidence.” he said many witnesses 
presented conflicting statements 
that were inconsistent with the 
physical evidence.

“these grand jurors poured their 
hearts and soul into this process,” 
he said.

as McCulloch was reading 
his statement, Michael Brown’s 
mother, lesley Mcspadden, was 
sitting atop a vehicle listening to 
a broadcast of the announcement.

Ferguson protesters, police clash after  
officer who shot teen is not indicted

GRaCe BeaHm/STaff

Miguel Uribarri stands as the Coast Guard Cutter Hamilton pulled into 
its home port in the Charleston Harbor for the first time

‘Things have  
to change,’ 
say local civil 
rights leaders

Brown

for more photos, go to 
postandcourier.com/
galleries.

Gallery

Do you agree 
with the grand 
jury’s decision 
in the michael 
Brown shoot-
ing? Go to post 
andcourier.
com/polls to 
vote.

Poll

Staley

 Please see USC, Page a7

 Please see LAWSUIT, Page a6

 Please see HAMILTON, Page a6

 Please see PROTEST, Page a8

DaviD GoLDman/aP

Police in riot gear move down the street past a burning police car Monday night in Ferguson, Mo., after a grand jury decided not to 
indict Ferguson police officer Darren Wilson in the shooting death of 18-year-old Michael Brown.

 Please see REACTION, Page a8
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● Factual (verbal) information was the same, but image was
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● Use of images for framing and mobilization purposes
● Robert Cohen: role of media and photo journalists, and

their impact on what we see and what we never see
● Too many images! No money :( → Need for systematic,

quick, and efficient analysis tools
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NOT THE FIRST ONE TO NOTICE THAT IMAGES MIGHT
BE IMPORTANT

● Catalyzers of change (Haraman and Lucaites 2007)

● Effect of presenting information through images (Abrajano, Elmendorf, &
Quinn 2018, Prior 2014)

● (Creative) measurement (Cantú 2019, Boussalis et a. 2021, Min 2015,
Müller-Crepon et al. 2020, Pan and Zhang 2019, Kittel and Früstoffer 2024)

● Use images as a vehicle for a complex treatment (Bauer & Carpinella
2018, Pugh & Torres 2024)

● Visual framing of movements: capturing reality + editorial footprints
(Veneti 2017; DeLuca, Lawson, and Sun 2018; Torres 2023)
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PUZZLES AND QUESTIONS

● New data, new tools, new questions (and some
unanswered ones)

● Large amounts of unstructured data
● Questions about the factors that generate visuals...
● ...and their role on attitude formation and behavior

● Increased accessibility but steep learning curve(*)

● Dilemma: Rigor/Understanding-Accessibility trade-off

● More than just prediction
● High skepticism

● Two extremes
● Fear of the unknown
● Distrust of machines
● ML tools as “black boxes” and disconnected from social

sciences
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: CNNS FOR SOCIAL
SCIENTISTS

● With the incomparable and amazing
Francisco Cantú

● Introduce the intuition and
implementation of Convolutional
Neural Networks to Social Scientists

● CNNs: architectures with “layers of
neurons [matrices]” that learn the
relationship between features and
outcomes using training data

● Decrease the entry costs to the
computer vision world: explanation,
glossary, social science application,
etc.
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
● Ideological slant → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
● Ideological slant → Frame of magnitude

● ●
● ●

● ●
●

●
● ●

●
●

●
●

● ● ● ● ● ●
●

● ●
●

●

●
● ● ●

●
●

●

●

Fo
rt

un
e

M
as

ha
bl

e
B

uz
zf

ee
d

T
he

 A
m

er
ic

an
 C

on
se

rv
at

iv
e

M
S

N
B

C
N

ew
sw

ee
k

W
ire

d P
ol

iti
co

T
he

 W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

P
os

t
R

eu
te

rs
A

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
P

re
ss

U
S

A
 T

od
ay

T
he

 W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

T
im

es
B

us
in

es
s 

In
si

de
r

T
he

 H
ill

A
l J

az
ee

ra
 E

ng
lis

h
T

im
e

Fo
x 

N
ew

s
V

ic
e 

N
ew

s
N

B
C

 N
ew

s
N

ew
 Y

or
k 

M
ag

az
in

e
T

he
 H

uf
fin

gt
on

 P
os

t
T

he
 W

al
l S

tr
ee

t J
ou

rn
al

C
N

N T
he

 N
ew

 Y
or

k 
T

im
es

A
xi

os
C

B
S

 N
ew

s
B

lo
om

be
rg

A
B

C
 N

ew
s

N
at

io
na

l R
ev

ie
w

B
re

itb
ar

t N
ew

s
C

N
B

C
T

he
 V

er
ge

0.
0

0.
1

0.
2

0.
3

0.
4

0.
5

P
ro

po
rt

io
n 

of
 to

pi
c 

'D
en

se
 C

ro
w

d'

Media outlet

●

●

●

●

●

●

Left
Center−left
Center
Center−right
Right
Not rated

●

●

●

●

●

Left

Center−Left

Center

Center−Right

Right

0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4

Mean proportion

Id
eo

lo
gy

 m
ed

ia
 o

ut
le

t

Proportion of topic crowd by ideological alignment

0.081

0.02

0.103*



TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points

2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in
pixel intensity)

3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)

3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary

4 Count the number of times they appear
in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
● Ideological slant → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames

● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
● Ideological slant → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames
● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude

● Ideological slant → Frame of magnitude
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TOOLS FOR IMAGE ANALYSIS: THE BOVW

● Development of the BoVW as a
framework to “tokenize” images

● Suitable for supervised and
semi-supervised models (Political Analysis
2023)

● In particular: input for a visual STM
● Building a DTM for images:

1 Identify key points
2 Describe them with HoGs (changes in

pixel intensity)
3 Cluster them to form visual vocabulary
4 Count the number of times they appear

in an image

● Identify topics as visual frames
● “Crowd” topic → Frame of magnitude
● Ideological slant → Frame of magnitude
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2024)
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extraction

● Adapt Fong & Grimmer SIBP:
multidimensional treatments

● Translation of assumptions to visual
world

● New framework
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2 Use a CNN to extract features from

each block
3 Construction of more comprehensive
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OBSTACLES AND SPEED BUMPS

● Dealing with difficult data

● Collection: format, quality, access, copy-right
● Analysis: computational resources, learning curve

● Curation and validation of data

● Coding extra sensitive to biases, performance, cognitive
filters, etc.

● Lack of datasets and models designed for social scientists.
When available: data is not that clean.

● Going beyond prediction

● Inference, interpretation, and uncertainty

● More meta: are we truly capturing THE essence that
makes images special?
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CHALLENGES (CONCERNS) FOR THE FIELD

● Don’t use it just because you can

● Solid premise on image’s importance motivated by theoretical grounds
● What is the question? What is the trait you want to measure?
● What am I learning?

● Be realistic about your outcome of interest; tailor your strategies

● If you cannot see it, the computer will not see it either
● There are concepts that are in the eye of the beholder (e.g. beauty)...
● ... and others that are too abstract/hard and subject dependent (e.g.

evoked emotions)
● Concrete, factual, identifiable elements (or re-think the question/research

goal)

● Be rigorous about your data

● Clean and take training data seriously
● Validate your models
● Learn from and be transparent about your mistakes
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WHAT’S NEXT?

● AI + Generative models: scope, effect, and structure
● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness
● New developments and complex questions
● Beyond prediction: interpretation, diagnosis, and inference
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teach people how to be effective → NYT Test
● Backlash of NULL credibility and HIGH skepticism: “overtreatment” of

images and distrust
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WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)

● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper
knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”
Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”
Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”
Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”
Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”
Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)

● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political
events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)
● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political

events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)
● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political

events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? AI + GENERATIVE MODELS
(TECHNICAL), CONT.

● Technical concerns of generative models: overall opaqueness (*)
● Training data and architectures: challenge for human learning (deeper

knowledge AND bias detection)
● Results and suitability for the real world: romanticization of political

events

Caption: “A pro-Palestinian encampment at the Uni-

versity of California, Los Angeles, in April 2024.”
Query: “Featured in an article of a left-leaning outlet.”Query: “Featured in an article of a right-leaning outlet.”

Query: “Georgia State Patrol officers detaining a protester
on the Emory University campus in Atlanta on Thursday.”



WHAT’S NEXT? OTHER ISSUES

● New developments and complex questions
● Multi-modality
● Videos taken seriously!

● Beyond prediction
● ML + Causal Inference → Images as treatments,

outcomes...(*)
● Stats approach to ML: Interpretable CV
● Mixed methods approach: qual + quant



Thank you!
smtorres@ucla.edu


